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Issue number 25 is a bit thinner than usual. 
With only three weeks to get it out, and into 
your eager hands, and with a reduced editorial 
staff (Paul is away back in Scotland), it’s been a 
bit of a rush over the last couple of weeks. 


Assistant Editor - Paul Harley 


Contributors - Ewen Anderson, 
Dave Marshall, Alan Clarke, 
Steve Cooper. 


If we had a stubby for the number of times that 
we have sat down, and discussed winding it all 
up, we could have had a pretty big party by 
now. But we're still here, and the setbacks that 
we cop from the federation and the Strikers only 
make us all the more determined to carry on, 
and offer the average fan a different perspective 
on football in the Sunshine State. 


Photographer - Paul Harley . 


Cartoonist - John O'Donohue 


This is our third N.S.L. season, and matchdays 
are just not the same when we don’t have TFP 
to sell outside Suncorp Stadium. The rapport 
with fans arriving for the game is part and 
parcel of TFP, and it’s great to hear positive 
comments from many people, especially those 
new to the game or the Strikers. 


Thanks To - Stewey Holmes, an 
anonymous fax operator, Sid 
Camiolo at Soccer World. 


South Farr Wanderers are a fictitious football 
team, as are any characters associated with 

the club, If any of them remind you of persons! 
living or dead, then you've got a very vivid 
imagination. 


Let me remind you that this is a fanzine, and as 
such is a vehicle for you as supporters to 
express your views, and use as an outlet for 
anything interesting that you may want to share 
with other people about football. 


There is no deadline for the next issue 
but look out for it at the Strikers home 


game against 


Every month we start out with a blank sheet of 
paper, and start to collect articles, stories and 
photos for each new issue. Many times we have 
sat there, and wondered how the hell we are 
going to fill 28 or 36 pages, but slowly ideas 
arrive, and the mailboxes (snail and electronic) 
begin to fill up. 


Published by 
Sports Print 
PO Box 478 
Bulimba, Qld 4171. 

Mobile 0411 367 357 

Fax (07) 3899 0497 

E-mail ajm@sportsprint.com.au 


We hope that you are still enjoying TFP, and 
welcome any feedback on anything relating to 
football in Queensland, or indeed Australia. 
Please support us, because one day we might 
not be around... 
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Strikers 3 Marconi 2 
Saturday October 10th 
Suncorp Stadium 
by Dave Marshall 


Strikers v Marconi Strikers 2 Perth Glory 9 
Bgilinued from page 4 Saturday October 24th 
seats who piped shrilly and in unison Suncorp Stadium 


from time to time. At our end they byD 
even had a tiny subs bench where 2 ywave marsrall 


undeservedly level. However, justice 
prevailed and the STRIKERS scored just before 
half time from a corner for the first time, it 
«ea. seems, since Big Al left. Tulamarine, 
jms « arching backwards to head over the 


Weil, for me, yesterday started with a 
toothache and ended with a smile. 
By mid moming the rain had cleared 


_ keeper. 2 - 1 at the break anda 
\ buzz of optimism in the crowd. 


even younger kiddies sat apart and 
watching. 

How many subs in a cheer girl squad 
are permitted? 


Well, the shirts worn at the Irish Connection included a Sao 
Paulo and TWO from Stockport County! We were surprised to 
see Mark Battistin taking his girlfriend into Gambaro’s at about 
5.30. 


In the second half the STRIKERS 
continued to look the more penetrative 
and more solid defensively too. Eventually the 
ref (who was somewhat card happy, but who 
should have sent Longo off in the first half for a 
horrid late tackle) saw an infringement that none 
of us did and quite correctly pointed to the spot. 


and we were buffeted by powerful 
westerlies which would have made 
football difficult, but even they subsided to 
a gentle breeze by kick off time. 


Under the stadium it was abuzz with activity. The Junior STRIK- 
Kossie is off to a good start, and ’'d_| ERS doing good business in enrolments and the souvenir shop 
like to believe his influence was busy. Very encouraging to see and feel the excitement there again! 
visible on the park. I wondered if we 
were seeing the cold hand of FF’s We had all forgotten that the game was to kick off half an hour 
style on Marconi. They did seem to | late, which is a reflection of the times as, I assume, that is to 
play an awful lot of those long and —_ | accomodate TV. The Carlton game starts at 4.00 PM next Sun- 
futile balls that were driving me nuts | day, presumably for the same reason - just like the big boys OS! . 
at Suncorp all last Thus we were able to savour the delights of the pre-match enter- 
season. I know it’s early days, but, as | tainment which consisted of the kiddies five a side again and 
was remarked in the toilet post then three gentlemen in white and baggy suits (didn’t catch their | 
match, perhaps he should have taken | name) singing to prerecorded music some golden oldies from | 
the Oz women’ job after all, the disco era (I think), These same three then gave us a rendition 
of our national anthem which is always inappropriate (IMHO) 
at EC games and, in this instance quite profane. So much so that 
I unpatriotically sat through it as a small and futile protest. 


The planned unofficial meeting of the unofficial 
supporters at the Irish Connection was a fizzer 
because, for some Irish reason, the place decided, We were all hoping OHY (who, by the way, 

just for this one day, to open 2 hours late at 6.00 looked better than last season and was missing 

PM. We did spend a little time at the IC, so were things 

quite late getting into the ground and there was by more like quarter of a yard) would not live up 
quite a good crowd in. The usual fireworks and a to his nickname, when up stepped Kasey 


non Julie Anthony version of the innapropriately Wehrman (who had another good match, but 
played national anthem and we were away for doesn’t quite seem up to his pre-injury form yet) 
1998. and stuck it in. 3 - 1 and Kasey appeared, after 
his signiture celebratery gymnastics ( I was 
It was apparent at once that the STRIKERS looked | tertified for his ankle), to pop over to Frankie on 
much better than last year. They seemed to be up the Marconi bench and thank him for teaching 
for it. The long “30 degree” cross was almost him such good penalty taking technique - at least 
eliminated and we got behind the Marconi defence | he made a point of giving FF some message or 
towards the goal line several times more in the other..... 
game than I think we did all last season! This had 
the natural consequence of giving the defenders 
quite a bit of aggravation. Most defenders don’t 
like having to face their own goal. 


Ron the Ref has hung his whis- 
tle up for a while, butjustto keep 
you amused our cartoonist John 


f Ss cr 
abeaarest Satet Bome We also cought the end of the QAS Sydney United youth game 


" . and there was some talent and good football on display there. It 
Bae siadlum The: eame ended up with the locals winning 6 - 1, and deservedly from the 


Begins" starts a new series to 15 niin Lan: 


show how football evolved over 

It must be said that Marconi did press back, and the years. Continued over page 

it is a sad indictment to have to say that Francis : : EO — 
Awaratife was putting more in than any other of 
the much vaunted Stallions and was duely 
rewarded with a consolation goal right at the 
death when a cross that should not have been 
allowed found him inappropriately unmarked a 
couple of yards out and he dreadlocked it into an 
empty net. 3 - 2, and the final whistle came in 
time to provoke scenes of jubilation (or was it 

; relief?) that I didn’t see there all last season. 


Inevitably the first goal came from Harris’ head 
and we seemed to be strolling until a horrid 
defensive error allowed a one on one (as our 
basketball chums are wont to say) which Clint 
Bolton lost, getting down just too late as the ball 
was driven under him. 1 - 1, and Marconi 
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Disclaimer 
The Farr Post is a fans magazine. Any opinions, there- 
fore, are those of the individual contributors, and do not 
necessarily reflect the views of The Editor - but frequently 
ido | 

We accept any articles and letters as long as they are 
accompanied by a name and address and do not con- 
tain foul or abusive language. 


I must mention that the same old crap scoreboard 
remains and there has been the addition of a 
group of 10 to 12 prepubescent cheer girls at 
each end of the ground seated on little foldaway 


Continued on page 5 


—~ 


ihe fan 


and was, I’m sorry to report, more like he was |ay 
year than he was last home game. It also seemed {iy 
we had been practicing long crosses beyond the fy 
post and we executed them very well, except tho» 
was never anyone there to receive them. 


Strikers v Perth Glory 
continued from page 5 


On to the game. The Kossie influence was once again| 
there to be seen and one stroke of genius he has pulled 
has been to move the residual Cranney kiddie infield 
where he did quite well. I still can’t understand the 
gushing enthusiasin of the TV folk for both Cranneys, 
and wonder if I am blinkered by prejudice. Am I? In 
any case, his opportunity for those crap crosses were’ 
reduced to only a couple too deep in the late second 
haif, when he drifted wide and the CC was a mere 5. 
Good one Kossie (Oi, Oi, Oi!). 


| 
The Perth defence coped very well and there were, 
few last ditch interceptions which prevented dange,, | 
ous passes getting through. Despite that, on sever) 
occasions STRIKERS’ strikers were one on one with 
Milosevic and he did well. No STRIKERS ever see, 


there were at least two chances to do that last nigh), 
Our midfield started well, but lost it late in the seg. 
ond half - especially the Bull who was reduced {)_ 
walking it seemed and we were all hoping Kossip 


115i ials (Boni 
There were 6115 in according to the officials (Bonnie would give him a rest. 


will have her doubts) and this reasonable gathering will 
have been well pleased with what was on offer, apart 


from the two very late Glory goals. Our second goal once again came from a set piece! 


willing to hit a potential net buster from in close ang - 


Cranney seemed to obstruct the crippled keeper fo, 


The STRIKERS were again, especially in the first 30 
minutes, looking good and it was not a suprise when 
the Mad Bull, much subdued by the way, crossed to 
Cranney on the far post, and 5 metres out, to deftly 
control and score. (I’ve never said the Cranneys don’t 
have good skills - they do and that’s part of the frustra- 
tion). It really was end to end stuff with the Glory caus- 
ing Clint Bolton to flap a few times; but, unlike Crofty 
(who is not Clint’s greatest admirer) I thought overall 
he had a good game and could only share the blame fo 
Glory’s second goal. Kasey (with a K) worked as he 
always did and had quite a lot to say as acting (presumn- 
ably) captain. Some nice touches and deft passing too, 
but not as influential, I thought, as he has been. The’ 
defence did well without Gwynnie and especially kept 
Santa very quiet for the whole game. The Taringa lads 
were chanting “Who you playing for next year? Fatty, 
Fatty” which was most unfair as he is a shadow if his 
former self and is possibly thinner even than last year - 


Harris to head home his third in three games. I a5. 
sume Glory came over with no sub keeper which 
could have been very costly had Milosevic been 4 
little more severly damaged or if we could have ex. 
ploited his immobility more. 


Towards the end Glory were very stong and pressed 
and pressed with the resulting points sharing two 
goals. The first resulted from our defence ball waitch- 


box. 
The incident in injury time, when the free kick wa 
given inside the box seemed harsh as the alleged back 


pass did not look deliberate to me. The staush thal 
followed it was confused, but the TV showed sone 


retaliated on someone who did a France98 dive then 


Glory defender rushing out and clouting Wehrman | 
on the back of the nut then scampering up field. Kasey _ 


ing and the second a scrappy affair in the six yard ; 


almost anorexic. 


moved of to confront the head banger. The ref, afler 
consulting his assistant, wisely decided 6 of one and 


Our attack once again managed to penetrate wide, un- i" 
gave a goal kick, 


like last season, as did Glory’s which led to a very en- 
tertaining game. So nice to be able to write that afte 
the misery of 1997-8. Wayne Knipe (also wi 

Wiesed ed dhorded and a — : ii bse a os - - ) we all agreed, funnily enough, we would accept 2-2. 
90 minutes. But I think he needs to be just behina acs+.2- dn: the eis L fell the, camuaar shaded the. Gia 
one tall and good at holding it up rather than « , and certainly had more scoring chances. ; . 
front as he is not imposing enough. OHY, though full Good Sole, but whi likes dropping poi 
of running. did not seem to be able to fulfill that role! When 2 nil up with ten minutes to go? 


Before the game the discusion led to predictions and 


[ h e Farr Post \ 
soccer World under 7 


new ownership 


Brisbanes premier soccer shop “Soccer World” on Lutwyche Road has just been bought 
by current manager, Sid Camiolo. Sid, who has managed the shop since 1994, bought 
out the previous owner, Gabe Scearretta last month, and is embarking on a huge 
campaign to promote his store, and indeed the game throughout the Brisbane area. 


“Soccer World”, which was once owned by Strikers stalwart Alan Hunter, has just 
received a new batch of British and European club shirts, including all the top clubs - 
Manchester United, Juventus, Barcelona etc. (no new Burnley shirt, unfortunately - 
Ed). Sid also stocks a range of goalkeepers equipment, including the latest jerseys and 
gloves. and a wide selection of football boots, for both juniors and seniors. 


As well as helping us promote The Farr Post, Sid also carries a number of football 
books and videos, including the latest coaching techniques from Europe (specifically 
Holland) and South America (Brazil), and Frank Farinas book, “My World Is Round”. 
Add to that caps, scarves and shorts and socks, and “Soccer World” really does provide 
everything a Brisbane footballer or supporter needs. 


Sid is also currently taking orders for clubs preparing for next seasons local competi- 
tions. Both senior and junior teams can start ordering their shirts, shorts and socks now, 
and by getting in before Christmas can avoid the pre-season rush which always occurs 
once the festive season is over and the kids are back at school. 


Seccer Werld 


497 Lutwyche Rd Lutwyche 4030 
SID CAMIOLO 


MANAGER 


Fax: 3857 1705 Ph: 3357 8777 
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Footballer 


So you’re returning to England after all this time, 
when did you come to Australia, and what have you 
been up to in that time ? 
1979, | arrived in Australia, and | played with Acacia 
Ridge from about senior colts, and in the local game 
until about 1990. In that time I’ve been very closely 
involved with coaching, doing my various coaching 
courses and getting involved with the Brisbane Southern 
district juniors. 1 also managed to get a trip back to the 
. UK in 1988, where | played at an amateur level in the 
Birmingham area, and was also able to do my coaching 
badge over there. 


So, you’re very much focused on coaching at the 
moment then ? 

I’ve recently finished a business diploma and that has 
now freed up an enormous amount of time, that | plan to 
channel into coaching, because for the last five years I 
haven’t been as involved as | used to be. But now ?m 
ready to move into various areas, and having been to the 
UK twice in the last few years I’ve noticed a few 
opportunities to become more involved again. 


So you’re basically going back to do some more 
courses, and get back into it ? 

I’ve still got a number of contacts with the Birmingham 
County FA (Football Association) from when I went in 
88, and I'll be in that part of the country, and it seems 
that there is plenty of work there. With the game going 
through a boom phase over there at the moment, money 
is available for good coaches to be paid well, and there 
are more development programs being offered by the 
association, and obviously a chance to learn as well. 
Even though J don’t expect to work full-time in football, 
PU certainly be putting an awful amount of time in. 


If you do get some more experience over there, it 
would obviously reap dividends for you over here. 
De you plan on coming back at any time ? 

The decision has been to go back to live, and even 
though I’ve had 19 great years here, my attitude is that it 
will be a permanent move initially, except for maybe the 
odd holiday back here. | do see myself coming back 
periodically, but whether that means lil come back on a 
more permanent basis, I really don’t know yet. 


or the last few years Stewey Holmes has been the unofficial leader of the Brisbane Strikers Strike 
Squad. Along with Thor (aka Paul Robinson) he has given the Strikers a certain identity both at home 
and away. Unfortunately those days have come to an end, so TFP went to find out all about it. 
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in another life 


What is your perception of the standard of players 
here in Australia ? 

I think that some of the work that’s been done over the’ 
years with our elite players has been excellent. We now 
see quality players going overseas, and doing very well. 
In one respect it’s great, but in another it’s a big loss. 
However, the amount of money being offered in Europe, 
for example, means that local players would be fools not 
to accept some of those contracts. After all it’s a chance 
for a boy to set up his future. It’d be great to be able to 
offer those lads a similar thing over here, unfortunately 
the reality is not possible. 


Do you still see this long stream of youngsters coming 
through in five years time ? 

There are some talented coaches here, and I definitely 
believe so. Certainly in Queensland the Directors of 
Coaching work very hrad and have a huge influence on 
some of the players coming through. There is a good 
network of coaches here in Queensland, and | think that 
there is enough potential, and if we can start getting some 
of these lads down to the AIS then we'd be doing a great 
job. The academy’s are also doing a great job here in 
Queensland too, and hopefully we'll see more national 
league players in the future. 


If we have all these good young players coming 
through, do we have the quality coaches to lead them 
along ? 

Are you looking for controversy here ? (laughs) But . . . 
yes, I believe so. There a lot of well-meaning commited 
professional coaches out there. But we also need more of 
them to come through - there is still a need for good 
coaches too. 


You did your level 2 with Bruce Stowell a few years 
ago, tell us about him. 

Bruce had just come up from NSW, and had been 
appointed the Qld state director of coaching. Quite 
frankly for many people who came into contact with 
Bruce, here was a man who took the blinkers off players, 
and opened up a whole new dimension to the game of 
football. | was 22 at the time, and was in awe of this man. 
1 subsequently did my level 3 four years later, and in all 
that time Bruces courses were first class. People like 
Peter Bannon, John Ogden, Alan Niven all came through 
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Bruces courses, and I think that they’ve shown how 
much they learned from him. 

| think that whilst he was at the Strikers his results 
proved what an asset he has been to football in Queens- 
land. He’s now up in Townsville, so we haven’t lost him 
entirely. 


steweys career 


Playing experience 
1978 - 1984 Acacia Ridge Soccer Club 

1985 - 1987 Rochedale Rovers Soccer Club 
1988 Lyndale Rangers (England) 
1989-1992 Mount Gravatt Soccer Club 


flow did you get involved with The Strike Squad ? 
Whilst I was at Acacia Ridge we had a group of us called 
The Blue Anny, and we were a mixture of ex-pat poms, 
ans some locals, who were very commited to the Ridge. 
We had some great times getting behind the team there, 
and creating a bit of atmosphere. My involvement was 
through Pat Hanson, who had played at Easts, but knew 
all of us at the Ridge. When he became marketing 
manager of the Strikers, he decided that he’d like to 
create a bit of atmosphere, and he, Paul Robinson (Thor) 
and myself sat down and had a chat about creating a 
family type of atmosphere. We put the emphasis on a 
positive image, and we won’t allow bad language or any 
sort of trouble. I think that the public have taken to us, 
and we have gone from a 30’s crowd to a teenage crowd 
now. We’ve been going for five years, and I’ll certainly 
miss it. 


Coaching courses/certificates 
1983 Australian Soccer Federation Level II 
1987 Australian Soccer Federation Level III 
1988 English FA coaching certificate 

1988 A.S.F. Senior Staff instructor 

1991 Australian Coaching Council - Regional 
Presenters Course 

1991 Sports Administration Level One Course 
1992 Q.S.F. Presenters Course 


Any memorable moments iu that time ? _ . 
1992 Sports Administration Level Two Course 


Yes, I remember when the Strikers played Adelaide City 
in a midweek game, and we were 1-0 down in the second 
half. [ can still picture Robbie Zabeca locking over at us, 
when we started giving them a bit of stick. It was never 
anything derogatory, but we like to think that the noise 
we could generate from the stand at Perry Park, in 
particular, could lift the lads at times. 


Coaching positions 
1987 Brisbane Southern Districts under 13's 
representative coach 

1989 Brisbane Southern Districts under 13's 
representative coach 

1990 Brisbane Southern Districts under 14's 
representative coach 

1991 Brisbane regional Director of Coaching 
1991 Brisbane Southem Districts under 15's 
representative coach 

1992-93 Mount Gravatt (Premier League, 
reserves) coach 

1995 Brisbane Southern Districts under 17's 
representative coach 

1996-97 John Paul College, Director of soccer 
Coaching 


How do you think the Strikers will go this season ? 

lt was a difficult year last year, and I haven't seen any 
trial games this season yet, but | think that for us to 
expect to make the finals I think would be very hopeful. 
Hopefully, some of the younger lads have matured, and it 
has ben well-documented the number of injuries we had 
last year. What influence Kossie will have on the side, is 
still an unknown factor. I haven’t seen him at work, so 
I'm teluctant to comment. But I’m certainly going to 
wish him well. 


You’re from the midlands in the UK, do you remem- 
ber much about your early days before you came out 
here ? 

I've always been a keen Wolves supporter, and | 
remember growing up with the names of Dougan, 
Richards, Frank Munro ete., and hearing about the great 
team of the fifties... Bert Williams, Ron Flowers etc., 
when they were at their height. There is still a lot of 
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ambition at the club to try to bring back those great 
days. In recent years they haven’t done as well as we 
would have expected, and they even went down to the 
fourth division in 1982. It was difficult being 12,000 
miles away and seeing your team struggle, and close to 
being closed down. But going back in recent years and 
seeing the development of the club and its facilities, 
and the potential that is there, has been very heartening 
for me. The town has taken on a bit of a resurgence too, 
and certainly things have improved. 


So what happened after your time at Acacia Ridge ? 
Acacia Ridge was a great introduction to football for 
me, both on the field and socially. But I had to move 
on, and Col Bennett approached me in 1985 to play for 
Rochedale. I had two good seasons with Rochedale - 
winning the Grand Final in 1985, and gained promotion 
in my second year (1986). It was great being part of an 
ambitious club too. I’ve always had a soft spot for 
Rochedale, because I developed some good friendships 
there. 


And they were in their embryonic stage at that time 
too... 

Yeah, you could see that the club was going places, and 
the people at the club were determined to put 
Rochedale on the map - and they have done, Their 
development is excellent, and with Peter Bannon there 
they’ve got a club that is still going forwards. I thought 
that they were very unlucky in the Grand Final, but 
wasn’t it a great advert for our game ? The skill levels 
were very high, and both sides attacked from the kick- 
off. I certainly believe that those two teams are a notch 
above most of the others in the competition. I’ve seen 
both Lions and Rochedale a few teams this season, and 
the entertainment that they have produced has been top 
class. 


Then you had a year back in England between 1988 
and 1989 ? 

Yeah, I played in the Birmingham Festival League, 
which was a Sunday morning competition. But don’t let 
that kid you. It was of a very high standard, with quite a 
number of non-league players, who would back up after 
a big game on the Saturday. These blokes were getting 
paid for their Saturday games, and some were even 
getting paid for turning out on Sunday morning too. 
This gave me another insight into how the game was 
played over there, because it was very tough. But you 
always adjust, and I began to enjoy it. I also saw eleven 
out of the 14 games in the European Championships in 


a 


Germany, and that was a tremendous experience to see 
those games, and I learned a lot just watching top class 
football. So I had two half seasons playing for Lynden 
Rangers, but I also managed to get my FA accreditation 
badge, and I had that updated when I went back earlier 
this year. 


Then you had a couple of seasons with Mount 
Gravatt... 

Yes, Alan Niven was the coach there at the time, and I 
as I was getting to the end of my career, I thought I'd 
give it another couple of seasons. | could still do my 
overlapping runs from left back, and often get a good 
cross in, but the problems began when I couldn’t get 
back to defend if the attack broke down. I then had a 
couple of seasons coaching with Barry Guyatt at Mount 
Gravatt. In 1991 I got a full time job as a director of 
coaching, and at the time I had to consider a few of my 
options, and I decided to do a five year business 
diploma, which tied my hands for a few years. With 
work, and study it didn’t leave much time for football, 
unfortunately. 


Tell us about some of the coaching that you’ve done 
then. 

I’ve been involved with the Brisbane Southern Districts 
since 1988, and I was director of coaching at John Paul 
College for two years, and a rep team in 1995. I’ve 
done a number of coaching clinics a courses through 
Brisbane Souths. 


And the future ? 

Ive updated my qualifications as far as the English FA 
is concerned. The opportunities over there are 
enormous, and with my contacts from 1988, Pll get 
involved in the West Midlands area, and hopefully get 
involved with a professional club, at some level - 
maybe not this season, but certainly next. Because I’m 
going mid-season I’m just going to take what I can, and 
in the short term that will probably be at an amateur 
club, or semi-pro or with an academy team. I need to 
get around, and get my name known, and start building 
up my contacts again. 


> 
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“No Pressure, number 14 !” ” 
by Tony Moran 


So there we were - 1-1 in the regular 90 minutes had sent us to sudden death extra-time. The further 
thirty minutes had not produced a goal, so we'd been resigned to the dreaded penalty shoot-out. A 
number of outfield players on either side were dead on their feet, cramps had set in, and this was the 
last thing they wanted. But now it was up to the goalkeepers to claim the glory, and those taking 
spot-kicks to feel even more pressure. 


“Pick your spot, and don’t change your mind,” our player-coach had told the players as our 
opponents first kicker walked up to start the proceedings. Our goalkeeper had then saved that 
penalty, and their second, and their ‘keeper had saved our second only. All the rest had gone the way 
of the kicker, so it was 3-3, with our final penalty-taker making that long walk from the centre-circle. 
As we all shuffled uneasily on the bench, or standing next to the dug-out, nervous glances and 
comments were exchanged. If we were feeling the tension, how did the players feel ? — and if this, an 
Amateur Division 1 reserves Grand Final made us feel like this, how do players in World Cup 
matches feel at the same stage of a game ? 


“No pressure, number 14 !”” someone from the opposition fans yelled through the silent tension. This 
was enough to break a number of us into smiles. For we knew that our final penalty-taker was 
probably the most experienced player in the squad. Years ago he had scored goals for a living, 
claiming a financial prize every time he hit the back of the net. It hadnt made him rich, but he’d 
made enough to earn himself a reputation as one of the best that ever played in Queenslands state 
league. 


The forty year-old had come on a substitute for the last ten minutes of regular time — when we were 
1-0 up — expecting to wind his career down in the last ten minutes, and feel justified in claiming his 
winners medal. As player-coach he’d directed operations all season, finishing the regular season one 
point shy of the minor-premiers — our opposition tonight. 


So as Gerry Kay placed the bail on the spot, one could sense a wry grin on his face. How did this 
pressure compare to state league games all those years ago ? How did this Grand Final compare to 
the other finals that he’d appeared in ? and as he stroked the ball into the corner — to the keepers 
right — how did that victory compare to the seven Grand Final winners medals that he’d previously 
collected ? 


As he followed through with his kick, he never broke stride as he arced around to his right, and ran 
towards his goalkeeper, the bench, and the fans who had all gathered at that end of the pitch. Within 
seconds there was a huge scrum of players and fans jumping on one another and shouting at the tops 
of their voices. 


No pressure, Gerry ? 
“Not half mate, this was the most nervous I’ve been of all my eleven Grand Finals,” he conceded 
afterwards, “but don’t tell anybody !” 


** Southside Eagles reserves won their Grand Final at Meakin Park (home of Logan City Kings), 4-3 
on penalties over minor Premiers Margate, after the two teams had been drawn at 1-1 after extra- 
time. 


Ringing around the people who had already commited 
to attending we were met with a lot of disappointment. 
To all those out there who were genuinely interested in 
taking part, we apologise, but it was going to cost a 
certain amount of money to hire the room for the night, 
and the response that we'd had couldn't guarantee us 
covering our costs, and having something left over for a 
few prizes. 


A number of us are still keen to get the supporters club 
off the ground, and have a number of ideas for events 
and meetings, but we need your support. 


Contact us if you are interested in getting involved. 


Queensland Independent 
Football Supporters Club 


The Quiz night arranged by TFP and Bonnie Mersiades 
at Vox Peritus had to be cancelled last week, when we 
couldn't guarantee the numbers to make the event a 
success. 
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A dog's life 


Back in England if you take your car to 
one of a number of football grounds in 
England, you may be approached by a 
group of young kids... 

"TI look after your car for a pound mis- 
ter" they'll tell you. 

If you don't pay them the pound, then 
there's a good chance that when you re- 


turn after the game, your car, or parts of 


it, will have been stolen. 

So when asked by such a group, one 
clever person replied, 

“Look in the back seat, lads." 

And on doing so, they saw a huge alsatian 
dog. 

"I don't think that anybody would be 
nicking that car now would they ?" he 
asked them. 

Quick as a flash, however, one of the lads 
piped up, 

“Probably not mate, but can it put fires 
out 2?” 


soccer Team Photographs 


We specialise in team photographs for junior and senior teams for 
soccer and other sports. 


Contact... 
Park Road Prints, 
41 Park Road, Milton. 
Telephone 3367 1688 


Or alter hours... 
Paul Harley, Photographer. 
‘Telephone 38572951 
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A trip to remember 


by ace-reporter, and football club owner, 
Reuban McDuck 


As the new owner of this pathetic club of reprobates, who go by the name of South Farr Wanderers I decided to 
infiltrate the end-of-season club trip, and find out what these idiots do when not pretending to be footballers. 
And what an eye-opener it tured out to be... 


Saturday mornings pre-trip BBQ at the club house was a full truckies breakfast of bacon, eggs. sausages, 
tomatoes, mushrooms and toast washed down with a few stubbies of XXXX Gold (they did have a long day 
ahead of them !) T wouldn’t mind, but it was six o’clock in the morning and our drive to the Whispering 
Wallaby Country Club was just over an hour away - a golfing resort in the middle of the bush. 


When we arrived we’d already consumed six cartons of beer before our ten o’clock tee-off time, and after the 
lads had stopped gazing in awe at the grass on the fairways (the South Farr golf club is constructed entirely of 
sand !) we managed to get off to a reasonable start. Six groups of four hacking their way around one of the 
outbacks prime golf courses would have The Shark shaking his head in disbelief. Clumps of turf were flying in 
every direction, clubs were flying in every direction, and by the time we had reached the inward nine, stubbies 
(full ones as well as empty) were flying in every direction. 


A newlywed couple were soundly abused by the last of the six groups when they asked if they could play 
through, and when the husband went to find his ball in the trees, the wife was hit upon by four drunken 
footballers asking what she was up to that night. 


After the tournament presentation, and pool-side BBQ, there was time to watch some football on the hotels 
big-screen cable TV, whilst playing pool, and polishing off more stubbies of Castlemaine-Perkins favourite 
brew. 

At this point ] was convinced that it was going to be a civilized evening, but how wrong I was. 


After the boys had showered and changed we headed off to find “some action”. I didn’t understand what this 
meant at first, but when we ended up in a bar with a club of female hockey players, and the lads from the Farr 
United football team, I was soon educated. 


More beer, more pool, and a band that copped more stubbies than the Blues Brothers Band, and it was on for 
young and old. Farr United were not the most well-liked team in W.A.N.Q.A., and when the newly-wed 
husband came back from the bar to find his wife surrounded, and scared stiff, by six of their players, the 
Wanderers boys came to his aid. Chairs and tables began to fly, and the police were called. Arrests were made, 
from both teams, and normality (as much as was possible under the circumstances) was restored. 


As the hotel settled down for a quiet night (yeah right !), a couple of fire extinguishers were set off, and a 
number of the hotels bicycles were seen being ridden down corridors, stairs and even into the pool at four in 
the morning, 

Breakfast the next morning revealed a collection of black eyes, bruises, ripped clothing, and headaches. One 
side of the room was taken up by the Wanderers team, the Farr United boys were on the other, with the female 
hockey team in the middle. When someone asked to be passed a bread-roll, the customary food fight began. 


Sausages sizzled past my ear, pancakes were tossed from one side of the room to the other, and the hotel staff 
all ducked for cover. 


Unpacking my bag on returning home that night, my journal was covered in muesli, my golf clubs smelled of 
stale fourex, and I had problems explaining the sports bra in my golf bag to my girlfriend. 
“Honestly, darling, it must have been one of the lads. . .” 


An interesting fax appeared in the SportsPrint “InBox” last week. 

Although not a confidential document by any means, it did offer 
some interesting reading — well, for us at least. 

It was the minutes of the meeting between representatives of the 

ten XXXX clubs, held in late September to discuss a number of 
issues for the 1999 season. We hope you find it just as interesting. 


Usually I wouldn’t make such a big issue out of this but found a 
number of points very interesting to say the least. Many of the items on 
the agenda are things that TFP has held close to its heart for a while 
now, and we have written articles on some of the items discussed at that 
meeting. 


There were a total of 20 delegates in attendance, from all ten clubs, with 


HACCRREMRA TERS 


two observers from the Federation. The meeting was chaired by 
Brisbane Lions, and it was hoped that some of the things being 
discussed may help in giving the QSF a direction for the competition in 
the future. 


Item 1 was titled “BUDGET — Length of season”, and a number of 
clubs expressed concern over the 27 game regular season, which took a 
few of them over budget, when the prize money on offer was not 
“equitable for this length of season”. 


The general opinion was that with a ten team competition there needed 
to be three rounds as opposed to two (27 games instead of 18), although 
two clubs, at least, expressed their wishes to return to two rounds with 
an eight team competition — similar to 1997 - giving 21 games. 


At this point the QSF Secretary, Jim Gilbert, commented that the QSF’s 
current attitude was that there would be no promotion/relegation until 
the three year moratorium had expired, which will not be until the end 
of next season. 


A Meeting of the Minds ? 
Special TFP report by Tony Moran 
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Drifting away from the subjog fy: second or two, there was a 
worry from the Gold Coast thay), competition may return to a 
solely Brisbane competition ifyyjnotion/relegation became a reality, 
instead of being a “pseudo staje} suue”. However it seems that the 
QSF would like to see Toowoan and another as-yet unidentified 
northside team in the competitig, jp the future. It was also 
mentioned that a team from the ginshine Coast should be 
encouraged and assisted to Puta proposal together to apply using the 
Gold Coast scenario as an example. 


The second item was that of Playyr payments, and something that we 
at TFP wrote about a couple ofjjpnths ago. A number of clubs had 
their input, but the general conggsus was that there should be no 
formal salary cap, as discussed jj FP, however it should be left to 


the clubs themselves to impose tItir own caps if required. 


The issue of prize money allocatbn came up next, and a concern that 
the Grand Final winners could wh more than the regular season 
minor premiers. This is anotherd TFP’s gripes, with the season just 
completed being an excellent eximple. City were the most consistent 
all season, winning the league byseven or eight country miles, yet 
missing out on the Grand Final pyday due to two poor 
performances in a season that saythem take the field over thirty 
times. With the naming rights forhe competition also up for 
renegotiation, it seems that a wilt new package may be announced 
for next season, with a suggestio! hat all clubs in the competition 
receive sort form of end-of-seasol prize money. 


The Queensland Cup format also ame under scrutiny, with two 
main areas of criticism. The first\/as the combining of league and 
cup fixtures into the one match alas happened in the past, to save 
on travel costs etc. The Bundabeh Waves (who have been directly 
affected by this) tried to give an lisight into the problems that 
country teams encounter in thista, and it was suggested that 


country teams come into the competition at an earlier stage. The whole 
issue of funding for this competition also came up, and although the 
ten Premier League clubs will have valuable input to how the 
competition should be organised in the future, surely this is something 
for all clubs to have an input to, and not just the elite. 


Item five brought up a discussion on field surfaces, and the huge 
amount of wear and tear that pitches take over a season. Obviously if 
they aren’t in good condition then attractive football cannot be played. 
Unfortunately if clubs cannot afford to have two floodlit pitches, then 
senior, junior and ladies training sessions all take place on the same 
patch of turf, and hence the deterioration. 


Item six was a discussion on gate passes for players, officials and 
sponsors, and item seven brought up the issue of penalty points for 
errant players on the park, with a proposal that the 12 point 


compulsory suspension should be increased to a higher number, for 
example sixteen. Personally I think 12 is too high, let alone sixteen, 
and if we’re really serious about getting our players to play football 
instead of engaging in a weekend kick-fest two consecutive yellows 
should see a mandatory week off instead of giving them chance after 
chance. Anybody who has played the game knows when they have 
acted outside of the rules, and we need to protect our more skilful 
players. After all in only takes one yellow card to end the career of a 
highly promising youngster. 


Rochedale brought up the subject of whether an extra team be allowed 
into the finals series, as the next item. But the majority agreed to leave 
it at the current four teams. 


Item nine was a discussion about promotion and relegation, with 
Beenleigh - very nervously, I°ll bet - requesting general views from the 
other member clubs. The three year rule was again brought up, and the 
emphasis switched to the criteria for admittance into the league, and 
the Gold Coasts concern that the league does not revert to a Brisbane 
metropolitan competition. 


Continued on page 16 
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Continued from page 715 


The next item was subtitled “Lower Division Teams” and raised a few eyebrows at the TFP 
office, when we read that “using a hypothetical case (yeah, right — Ed), Brisbane City merged 
with Newmarket...” (Hinmmimm! — Ed). It went on “. .. why could not the lower graded teams 
play in a division higher than the current Constitutional requirement of division 4.” Although the 
discussion only seemed to be brief, the items were noted, and as they were all constitutional 
issues, should be raised accordingly. 


Item eleven was a rather lengthy discussion about the youth leagues. There was a certain amount 
of concern that with Bundaberg and the Gold Coast not fielding youth grade teams six byes 
throughout the year for the other clubs seemed rather excessive. The Gold Coast rep had quite a 
lot to say on this, and it did seem to be quite a hot topic in some areas. It was confirmed that an 
application had been received from the Sunshine Coast for them to field a team in the youth 
competition next season, which would alleviate one of the byes. In closing this discussion the 
QSF secretary, “was confident that the 1999 competition would have a full quota of teams in the 
Youth league”, which, I’m sure, left a few people wondering what that meant ! 


The next item focussed on the sponsorship of the Premier League, and a sub-committee was set 
up to work with the QSF on obtaining sponsorship and naming rights to the competition. The 
discussion then turned on other promotional activities, or lack of, and it was noted that “the 
Chairman... felt that the priorities of the QSF media-liaison officer needed to be redirected.” 
Read into that what you will, but you know our views... 


General business covered topics such as insurance claims, the alleged “poaching” of players by 
the QAS, pre-season fixture kick-off times, and the finals series. But by now everybody seemed 
to have had enough, so the meeting concluded, and they agreed to meet again at the end of 
October. 


Meetings such as these can only serve to bring up issues that need to be addressed, and with the 
Premier League heading for its third season now, we are already beginning to see much better 
football than in the past. The clubs do have a number of willing workers who are also 
knowledgeable about the game, and their input is most valuable if we are to continue to improve 
our standards. Through these meetings valuable official lines of communication are maintained 
between the clubs and the federation, which can only be seen as being advantageous to the game 
as a whole. Let’s just now see if any of these issues are actually acted upon. 


ROCHEDALE ROVERS RADIO 
FM 101 - Saturday 9.30 am 


Visit the Sportsprint website at 


http://www.sportsprint.com.au 
for all the up to date results and local news. 


Join Kieran Cooper every Saturday moming 
on FM One-0-One for all the latest on the 
local and international soccer scene. 


__ The Farr Post 


— 


The Farr Post 


The Icing on the Cake 


Poor media coverage, abysmal 
attendances, and less than 
average football just about 
summed up the Oceania 
Nations Cup held in Brisbane 
in late September/early 
October. So when the 
Localroos surprised 
everybody — including the 
Kiwis — by playing such inept 
football in the final, it was just 
about the icing on the cake as 
far as an advert for our game 
in the sunshine state went. 
Pretty bloody appalling ! 
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So were there any positive 
signs to come out of the nine- 
day tournament ? 

Not many to be quite honest. 
For Queenslanders the sight of Kasey Wehrman and 
Glenn Gwynne wearing the green and gold (and black, 
nowadays it seems) was a terrific boost to the game 
in this part of the world, but the squad as a whole 
failed to play up to expectations. More than one 
person that ] spoke to thought that the attitude of the 
Australian team was that all they had to do was turn 
up to guarantee their Confederations Cup place, and 
a share of the prize money. The Kiwis to their credit 
came with a game plan, and although they struggled 
to get to the final, made the most of it once there. 


So as we all trudged away from Suncorp shaking our 
heads, and asking where Kewell, Bosnich, Lazarides 
et al were, the problem of two national squads 
suddenly jumps up like... well... a problem about 
two national squads tends to do every year or two. 
And biting us firmly in the left cheek to remind us 
that it won’t go away without a huge injection of cash. 
For we all know that Soccer Australia would have 
had more chance of getting Skasey back from Spain 
than of getting the European-based players to play in 
this tournament. And what happens in the end ? We 
miss out, and questions are asked — not by the 
administrators, I hasten to add, but by the fans. 


Blanco and Scheinflug have got to go ! But they will 
be there for the next catastrophe . . . and the one after 
that... ad infinitum, and they will have forgotten 
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anything they learned from Venables 

. . oh, about the time the final 
whistle blew at the MCG, and they 
were rubbing their hands thinking 
“Oooh, this job seems to be coming 
my way.” 


If our game had to visit a doctor for 
a medical, it would fail miserably. 
In fact he’d probably recommend 
major surgery ~ and soon — before 
the disease of apathy finally claimed 
it’s life. Football in Australia is 
gravely ill, and the people who are 
to blame are those who still kid 
themselves that after all this time 
their (in some cases) highly paid, 
lucratively perked jobs are doing the 
game a service, when their lack of 
ideas and initiative are giving us 
results like a 1-0 loss to the All-Whites. 


It starts at the top, and filters down to the players, and 
although Scarsella hasn’t been in the job long enough 
for us to make a judgement yet, he is ultimately 
responsible at the end of the day. There needs to be a 
broom put through the game from top to bottom. 


But just going back to the Oceania Nations Cup for a 
second, let me leave you with this little thought. If you 
were a Localroo hoping to get your country to a 
tournament in a far off country you’d be more 
encouraged to play your heart out if you knew that 
you'd be considered for the final squad in that far off 
country wouldn’t you ? Rather than knowing you 
wouldn’t get a look in come January, when the 
Euroroos would be drinking Margueritas, and eating 
burritos. 


(TM) 


Write to... 
The Farr Post 
PO Box 478 
Bulimba Qld 4171 
or Fax (07) 3899 0497 
or E-mail tfp@sportsprint.com.au 
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" Take Two! - 


with Ewen Anderson 


The August edition features the co-captain of the American team on the front cover. As a high profile 
player directly employed by the USSF, they command over $8,000 in fees for personal appearances, 
Lifting the World Cup is something they experienced in front of 70,000 fans. 


The Australian National team is featured in a half page article with full squad colour picture. The Olym- 
pics and Gold is the target for this team! FIFA recently honoured an American International with their 
Order of Merit. At the same time Gerd Muller (Germany) also received the same honour. England lost by 
the odd goal in three to Norway in front of 2,400 fans, whilst a former England captain recently received 
an MBE. Scotland recently beat Lithuania 17-0 (to equal Iran?) in a World Cup qualifier. They needed 
to win 17-0 to reach the next stage! 


In England, Arsenal were only runners-up in the league whilst Everton came top and Doncaster were 
third. Tottenham just finished above Fulham, whilst QPR were just 4 points in front of Barnet. Arsenal 
produced the Player of the Year whilst a Millwall player was Young Player of the Year. 


In case you think that I have lost my marbles, the picture painted above is correct. It represents the 
growing stature of the women’s game. 


“On the Ball” (the source for this article) is an English football magazine that focuses on the women’s 
game. 36 pages produced monthly, it endeavours to cover the English game from the National division 
right the way down to regional and county leagues. The sponsors name is to be found where appropriate 
- although the “Socceroots Wales League” makes the mind boggle a bit! Also covered are some interna- 
tional stories. The game for women is well organised and shows signs of matching the men’s game in 
England - except for crowds! 


In America, it is the women’s game that takes precedence over their male counterparts. The 3° Women’s 
World Cup is due to take place in there in 1999 and already over 115,000 tickets have been pre sold. 
That’s more than attended the entire 1995 cup in Sweden. The prediction is for between 500,000 and 
700,000 tickets to be sold with sell-outs for the latter games and games involving the hosts. World Cups 
have their mascots, and USA 99 is no different. “Nutmeg” is a fox dressed in the American national 
colours. A fox was chosen because it has ‘the guile and agility to excel at soccer’ and is named after the 
nutmeg move. 


Most of the major English clubs now have as part of their official set up, a women’s team. Not only do 
Arsenal ladies play at Highbury from time to time but their shirt sponsor is the same as for the men’s 
team. This is standard throughout the women’s game. The ‘being good citizens’ ethos sees most clubs 
recognising the importance of having a ladies team. In many cases it is teams from the lower reaches or 
less fashionable parts of the football country that lead the way. Doncaster Belles have for many years 
been the top ladies team in the country. They have won the league and cup but now find the newcomers 
from the bigger clubs such as Arsenal and Millwall beginning to dominate. 


Continued on page 19 


The Programme! 
by Ewen Anderson 
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With baited breath, I handed over my $2 and received the first programme of the season. What new 
features might I find within its covers? What would make me want to come back again? 


| was soon being picked up off the ground as I turned the pages to find a woeful offering that was 
hardly informative and had 47% less pages than last season’s effort. There are 16 pages (28 last year) 
and 43% are adverts. Perhaps also the fact that the club chose not to redesign the front page was to say 
ihe least, disappointing. 


Kosmina’s page failed to welcome or even mention the visitors. The Ericsson advert (the one with the 
young boy holding a cup aloft and wearing an overseas team’s replica shirt) is still the same as it has 
been for 3 years or so. “Here we go again” gives the reader a brief introduction to the season and the 
game whilst almost two pages are devoted to pen pictures of 19 players. (There are 20 listed in the 
squad line up on page 14). Acknowledgment is given to the fact that Kasey Wehrman had recently 
represented the Socceroos. Unfortunately, the same recognition was not offered to Glenn Gwynne 
other than to say he was a member of the Oceania Cup squad. (Readers of The Farr Post recognise 
your achievements even if your club can’t, Glenn). Page 9 prints a speech given by Mrs Del Townsend 
at the 1998 Clem Jones Gold Medal dinner. The printing of this shows that the editor was bereft of 
ideas for interesting articles. Pages 10 and 11 feature the teams for the Queensland Cup final (both 
coached by former Strikers/United coaches) and information on the merits of both teams. 


The squads for the main game are given on page 14 and “Has the horse bolted?” on the next page 
compares horse racing with the loss in the Confederations Cup Oceania final - I think! 


Now I have searched high and low, but I found no 
mention of the next home game. So of the 6,000+ that 
turned up - many of whom would not be regulars - 
most would not have any idea when the next home 
game is. In fact there was no mention of the season to 
come in any way, shape or form. There was no men- 
tion of any pre season results either. 


Take Two - continued from page 18 


Whilst Football Centres of Excellence 
exist around the country for promising 
teenage boys who wish to continue their 
schooling whilst advancing their football 
careers, it was only in September of this 
year that The Women’s Football Acad- 
emy of the North started up for aspiring 
girls. Not only is the game global, but it 


In putting together a programme, as with any project, 
there has to be a plan. What do you want the programme 
to achieve? What features will be included? I see no 


has now well and truly broadened its 
player base. There are 65,000 registered 
women players in Australia with 80% of 
them being under 19. Will the bend of 
youth and experience give Greg Brown's 
Matildas the Gold in Sydney? Let’s hope 
so. 


plan, I don’t know what it achieved and the inclusions 
that were there were generally weak. 


The school report after one week would definitely read 
“must try much harder”. 
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20 What happens when you meet an 
idol or three......... by Alan Clarke 


Inspired by the recent Frank Haffey interview in TFPs 23 and 24, 
Alan Clarke revealed a bit more about this goalkeeper, and some 
of the legends that he met on a recent "business" trip to Perth 


There’s a particular football line-up that fans of one team can recite without reference to books. It’s in 
the days before substitutes, so there are only eleven names to remember. But what an eleven they are: 
Simpson, Craig, Gemmell, Murdoch, McNeill, Clark, Johnstone, Wallace, Chalmers, Auld, Lennox. 


That's the Celtic team line-up which stepped out onto a pitch in Lisbon on the evening of 25 May 1967 to 
meet the hot favourites Inter Milan in the Final of the European Cup. 


Inter had been the previous year’s semi-finalists, going down to the team which has the proudest history 
in that competition and the eventual winners that year - Real Madrid. This time, they had defeated Real 
in the quarter-final. Inter had also won two of the previous three European Cups with substantially the 
same team as was to meet Celtic, and as befits such a successful club, had players drawn from within 
and outside Italy in its line-up. 


Celtic's line-up was considerably more local. In fact, only one player had been born of any distance from 
Celtic’s home ground Parkhead, and that “foreign* player’s place of birth was a mere 30 miles away. 


But the record books show that Celtic triumphed 2-1 after going down to an early penalty, and then 
attacking constantly, eventually successful breaking down the well-practised Inter defensive “catenaccio” 
playing system. 


What's the relevance of that Celtic line-up some 31 years later? Well, three of that team, captain Billy 
McNeill, right-back Jim Craig, and forward Willie Wallace were guests of the Western Australia Celtic 
Supporters’ Club at the inaugural Convention of Celtic Supporters’ Clubs across Australia, New Zealand, 
and South Africa held in mid-October. So too was an ex-Celtic player from a slightly earlier era now 
resident in Australia and featured in last month's “The Farr Post” - goalkeeper Frank Haffey. 


The prime aim of the Convention was to form a Federation of supporters’ clubs in order to concentrate 
the voice and bargaining ability of fans and CSCs with the aim of gaining live coverage of games. 


But there was more to it than that. Most fans of the game - and especially fans of Celtic and Scotland - 
would not willingly pass up an opportunity to meet and spend a weekend with players of such calibre who 
had attained so much. 


There’s always a bit of hesitation when being presented with the chance of meeting a sporting hero - 
what if they turn out to be unlikeable? There was an instant recognition upon meeting these players that 
despite their achievements (of which there’s a little more below) they were always willing to give time to 
fans, for autographs, for photos, for a private chat, for anything really. And they did it constantly during 
their time in the spotlight over the three days. 


Billy McNeill had a distinguished career as a player with Celtic and Scotland, then went on to manage 
Celtic (twice), as well as two other Scottish teams: Dundee and Aberdeen. He also managed English 
clubs Aston Villa and Manchester City. Despite this pedigree, he participated in a scratch-match on what 
for him would have been a blistering hot Perth afternoon. And at the closing function when various 
participants got up one-by-one to the microphone to sing a song, or tell a joke, he got up and sang as 
well. 


What happens when you meet an 
idol or three... .. 
continued from page 20 


Se too did Jim Craig - now a successful dentist in Scotland - he was studying dentistry when he played 
that European Cup Final. 


And Willie Wallace also played his part throughout the weekend. As readers of “The Farr Post” well 
know, Willie is now a Queensland resident, and has a background in the game here in Australia as 
well. The Convention sponsored his presence, at which time he was able to meet up with his captain 
and his playing colleagues from those successful years. 


They were fine representatives of our game, their club, and displayed the ambassadorial qualities you 
always hope past players will, but more often don't. 


And what successes they had gained in their years at Celtic - winners of the Scottish League for nine 
consecutive seasons from 1965/66 to 1973/74; winners of the Scottish League Cup for five consecutive 
seasons from 1965/66 to 1969/70; and winners of the Scottish Cup seven times in the ten seasons 
from 1965/66 to 1974/75. In 1966/67 they won every domestic honour available - not just the treble, 
but also the (then) prestigious Glasgow Cup. 


But it’s fair to say success purely within the Scottish League isn’t a measure of standing in itself. And if 
that’s all there was to it, the record would be somewhat hollow - a bit like for all AFL teams really. 


However at the same time as this huge domestic achievement, Celtic was mounting successful 
campaigns in European club competitions - mostly in the European Cup (subsequently to be renamed 
the European Champions’ Cup). Not only did Celtic win the European Cup in 1967, they were runners- 
up in 1970 (to Feyenoord at the start of a period of Dutch clubs’ success), and beaten semi-finalists on 
two other occasions - against Inter Milan in 1972 (on penalties), and then against Atletico Madrid in 
1974. Celtic also reached the semi-final of the European Cup-Winners’ Cup in 1964. (And other 
Scottish football sides were also doing well in Europe around this time. Rangers won the ECWC in 
1972, were beaten finalists in 1967, and reached the semi-finals of the Fairs Cup - now UEFA Cup - in 
1969. Dundee had reached the semi-finals of the European Cup in 1963 and the Fairs Cup in 1968; 
Dunfermline the semi-finals of the ECWC in 1969; Kilmamock the semi-finals of the Fairs Cup in 1967; 
and Hibernian the quarter-finals of the ECWC in 1973.) 


Billy VicNeill played in all of these European line-ups, and was a regular in Celtic teams from 1960/61 
to 1974/75. He has 29 caps. 


Jim Craig’s Celtic career was from 1965/66 to 1971/72. He has one cap. 


Willie Wallace joined from Hearts and played for Celtic during the period 1966/67 to 1969/70. He has 
seven caps. 


Frank Haffey was also a guest at the Convention although his time as a Celtic and Scotland goal- 
keeper was before the period of Celtic's run of success in the 60s and 70s. Frank Haffey's Celtic 
career was from 1957/58 to 1963/64. He has two caps. Frank currently runs a Gold Coast and 
Brisbane areas Goalkeeper Coaching business. 


(Alan is the inaugural vice-President of the Southern Hemisphere Celtic Supporters’ 
Ciubs Federation. He watched the Final of the European Cup in 1967 live on telly at 
his grannie’s place.) 
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FOOTBALL IN THE WEST 


by Steve Cooper 


A business trip to Perth last week gave me the chance to take in the Perth Glory v Northern Spirit 
game on the Sunday, and what an uplifting experience it proved to be ! 


A crowd of 17,580 turned out on this sunny, if windy, Sunday afternoon for the 3 PM kick off.. 
Glory play at Perth Oval, used in winter by East Perth AFL, and what a superb ground it is. A 
packed crowd on all four sides of, and close to, the pitch made for a great atmosphere. Add to this a 
covered terrace ( “The Hill” ) and singing and chanting, it felt like I was back at an English league 
ground ! 


I couldn’t help drawing comparison to Brisbane. Here are two cities with similar populations and 
with, I suspect, a similar number of local football leagues. Both have a high profile winter sport 
teams ( Broncos / West Coast Eagles ), and the same major summer sport competition for fans 
(cricket and basketball ). Both the Glory and the Strikers are in one-team cities and draw their 
support from a multicultural base. So why is it that a good crowd for the Strikers is, as for the 
Marconi game, around 6,500, while the Glory regularly draw 12 - 15,000 ? 


Is it the time the game is on ? Given the Brisbane summer weather, an evening kick off makes sense, 
but is Saturday night the right night ? Here are the Glory playing in the afternoon when you would 
expect people to be otherwise occupied, even playing football themselves. Without doubt, the at- 
mosphere at Suncorp is not a patch on Perth Oval. Suncorp is a big game / big crowd ground - 
40,000 Grand Final crowds, State of Origin - not for the regular league games. Yes it’s comfortable 
using the main stand, but what atmosphere there is goes out into the empty 3 sides and the night air. 
I wonder what the players make of it, distant as they are from the stand ? Perry Park is a lot closer 
to Perth Oval in set up than Suncorp - how about it, guys ? 


Meanwhile, back at 
the game...This 
should have finished 
15 - 5 to the Glory, 
rather than the final 2 
- 0! If only the Strik- 
ers could create so 
many chances in a 
game ! I’m sure they 
wouldn’t be as profli- 
gate as the Glory in 
finishing, including a 
missed penalty ! 
Glory suffered from 
home town nerves last 
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season, winning only 4 from 13 in Perth (hey - another similarity ! ), and the locals were fearing the 
same all over again. Both goals came in the second half, the second only after Spirit had been 
reduced to 9 men after losing a second key defender ! 


The Glory looked a well organised side under new coach Bernd Stange, formerly the East German 
national coach, with Milosevic impressing on goal and a solid back line around Buljubasic, Wilkinson 
and Hay. The goalscorers were Paul Strudwick, who worked hard all day in midfield, and a revital- 
ised-looking John Markovski. Big John, however, missed his fare share too, including the penalty ! 


New North Sydney side Northern Spirit put up a good fight and created a fare number of chances 
themselves. They certainly do not iack massive International and National league experience, such 
as coach Graham Amold, captain Robbie Slater, ex Spurs and Norwich (amongst others ) defender 
fan Crook and a certain Robbie Slater look-alike by the name of Troy Cranney, playing his 200" 
league game ! ( Gee ! These links just won’t go away!) It won’t be long before this new mix of 
experienced players and promising new blood are firing on all cylinders. At the moment, though, 
they looked a bit disjointed and lacking in understanding. Robbie Slater was driving everything as 
best he could - the “two Robbies” were operating well together down the left ! - and he was mouth- 
ing off at everything and everyone who came close - team mates, Glory players and ref ! His 
frustrations led to a second half booking and he may have to watch his step in coming games as he 
adjusts to his new role with the Spirit. 


All in all, a very enjoyable Sunday afternoon. Bernd Stange’s hope is that Perth Oval will become 
“Fortress Glory”, with teams fearful of the away trip to Perth. On this showing, they are well on their 
way. If they can create as many chances each game - and convert them ! - the great support and 
atmosphere will do the rest. It will be interesting to see how the game between the Strikers and Glory 
at Suncorp ends up ( there’s that link again ! ) - well, will all know by the time you read this ! 
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24 Letters to Che Editor 
Dear TFP, 


Please don’t give up the fight, for the sake of 
football and the public who follow soccer in 
Queensland. I feel confident that more people 
read THE FARR POST than the QSF’s Eye on 
Soccer. If football clubs were not forced to buy 
the Eye on Soccer publication it would go 
down the chute faster than toilet paper (same 
people, same stories, same policy). Who would 
buy one if they could obtain the league tables 
somewhere else, after all nothing else is in it. 


How wonderful football is travelling at the 
moment, did you hear anything about the 
Oceania nations qualifying games before the 
final loss to N.Z. ? At least we got about 1/4 to 
1/2 a page coverage in the Courier Mail about 
that, the good thing was that any advertising is 
better then nothing and we didn’t have to pay 
for it. Must have saved us a packet there (at 
least $1.25 millions). We can now afford to 
keep paying all our marketing people, how 
many one might ask? don’t know but I expect it 
can’t be many. 


Yes I was one of the very few who went to see 
the series and I might say that I was not 
impressed to see the change in prices from $8 - 
$11 per adult. The few who did go to the games 
were again forced to pay for the incompetences 
of the others, and that goes for the coach and 
his assistant (Blanco and Scheinflug). Back to 
the good old days of Eddie Thompson - we sure 
have moved along. 


FM 88 Springwood 
Howard Warren bringing you 
all the local and international 


seccer news 
11.30 am - 12 noon every 
Saturday. 


We need new blood in the top jobs at Q.S.F 
and Soccer Australia (excluding Basil who ° 
has just started). It does not necessary mean 
that people need to lose their jobs but 
changes in their approach to the public is a 
must. 


Closer to home, did you see anything on TV 
about when the Strikers first game was or 
did you have to read the prior weeks 
newspaper and jot the date down so you 
didn’t forget it. That’s right I almost forgot 
The Courier Mail is for soccer or something. 
Cant blame a business if people don’t want 
to pay, after all one has to invest a dollar to 
earn a dollar. It would be nice to be a fly on 
the wall at the next sponsors meeting. 


The public generally just wants to know 
what’s on when and where in advance. 


"Bill Bloggs" 
(no relation) 
Birkdale. 


SUNCORP STADIUM 
October 10th, 1998 
The Good, The Bad and The Ugly. 


THEGOOD: The Strikers style of attacking foot- 
ball .Shades of 1996/97 combined with an obvi- 
ous improvement in fitness and committment. 
Kasey Wehrmans cameo performance for Frank 
Farina and the Marconi bench after scoring from 
a penalty. 


THE BAD: Strikers marketing handing out 2 
year old posters and no new merchandise for 
fans. A pathetic Eye on Strikers magazine - no 
news of QAS squad,and yet a full page devoted 
to a speech made by Mrs Del Townsend...of 
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what interest is this to anyone apart from the Clem 
Jones group ? 


THE UGLY: Nick Merediths “performance “ in 
front of the Marconi bench as a support act to 
Kasey. 

The behaviour of Huth,Battisin,Allen, Stater etc in 
the Lions v City curtain raiser 

Football doesn’t need this sort of rubbish, The match 
was of a poor standard and the niggling and petu- 
jance did nothing for the game which, Ipresume, was 
meant to be a showcase for the XXXX league. 


Mike Parker, 
Auchenflower 


TV Coverage Ericsson Cup 


[ trust fans are writing to soccer 
Australia in great numbers to complain 
about television coverage of this years 
Ericsson Cup. 


OK we have been spoilt by the excellent coverage 
Qver the years from SBS but the sell off to 
Channel 7 by Soccer Australia and subsequent 
flick pass to the ABC has left supporters with a 
sub standard coverage of the domestic competi- 
tion. In fact the ABC could have run a competition 
on “find the coverage” buried away in TV guides. 


What we have now is no previews and 
coverage of only one game. | don’t 
believe the standard of football is high 
enough to retain viewer interest for 90 
minutes unless your team happens to be 
playing. For goodness sake Soccer 
Australia after the recent AUST v NZ 


fiasco just where are we going? 


Mike Parker, 
Auchenflower 


Subscriptions 

To guarantee your copy of TFP during 
the winter season, why not subscribe 
to The Farr Post ? 

A twelve monthly subscription is a 
steal at $25, and (due to a number of 
requests) six months will cost you 
$15. Fill in the form, and send it with 
a cheque to 

The Farr Post, PO Box 478, 
Bulimba, QLD 4171. 


We are also collating our back-issue 
catalogue, so get in touch if you 
missed any of our last 24 issues, and 
want to complete your collection. 


| Please send me a _ __(12 or 6) monthly subscription to The Farr Post. | 
| Starting with issue number (The November issue is number 25). : 
| l enclose a cheque for payable to "Sports Print’. | 
| | 
| Name | 
| Address | 
| Suburb | 
| State Post Code | 

| 
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26 CLASSIFIEDS 
The following clubs and organisations are 
The Farr Post, so we urge you to support them too. 


The Farr Post thanks all clubs who have 
helped us during the fourex season. With 
the summer N.S.L. season now upon us, 
most clubs have asked not to take any 
more copies. 

But thanks go out to Brisbane City, Li- 
ons, Rochedale and Pine Rivers United in 
particular for their help over the last few 
months, 


FANZINES 


Studs Up. $3 to Kevin Christopher PO Box 53, 
Oakleigh South, Victoria, 3167. E-mail Kev at 
studsup@ozemail.com.au 


Anfield Sports Shop - Rochedale Rovers 
Soccer Complex, Underwood Park, 
Underwood Road, Rochedale. 

Bulimba News and Casket - 78 Oxford 
Street, Bulimba. 

Soccer World - 497 Lutwyche Road, 
Lutwyche 


OTHER SERVICES 


Computer Systems and Software. 
E-mail: www.bunyip.net.au 

Or phone for a quote on 3264 2660 
Desktop Publishing, Web Page design. 
Contact Tony on 0411 367 357 or at 
ajm@sportsprint.com.au 

FM88 Radio - 11.30 to 12 noon every 
Saturday morning, with Howard 
Warren. 

FM101 Radio - 9.15 to 10 AM 
every Saturday morning, with 
Kieran Cooper. 

Photography - Paul Harley. 
Phone 3857 2951 or at 
paulh@sportsprint.com.au 
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If Lappear in 
TFP2E, loan kiss 4 
gnadhye te ever 
getting a 
Direstor of 
Cuaockting job if 1 
60 Stems back. 


On the net... 
The Farr Post is on the 
internet. 
Check us out at 
http://www.sportsprint.com.au 


Quotes of the Month 


“No thanks . . . | can't be seen read_ 
ing that.” 

Brent Read after he was asked if 
he wanted to buy a copy of The 
Farr Post at last months Strikers 
season opener against Marconi. 
"They'll never score in a month of 
Sundays" 

A friend talking about the 
Socceroos in their Oceania na- 
tions Cup final game against New 
Zealand. 


The Farr Post 
PO Box 478, 


Bulimba, 
OLD 4171 


Free Car Stickers !!! 

We still have some of our free car stickers 
to give away. These were 
initially given away free 
with TFP 6, when we weal 
to colour. If anybody wanls 
one, send a stamped self- 
addressed envelope to The 
Farr Post, and we'll get one 
out to you. 


this month. 


Write to 
The Farr Post at 
"Sports Print", 


Qld 4171. 


Special Thanks to Allan 
Border for helping us 
out with our back cover, 


PO Bex 478, Bulimba, 
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Stewey Holmes worries about talking to The Farr Post. 


Next issue... 
Available at the Strikers home 
game against Sydney United 
on 12th December, 1998. 
Including a look at how the 
rich and famous of Brisbane 
atch their football. Yes, TFP 
infiltrates the Strikers’ 
Directors Box. 


We shine not be Oueee ane most read soccer 
magazine, but quality soccer publications are about 
as rare as quality leaders. 
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The Independent Voice Of Football In Queensland Monthly $2, 


The view from the box... 


In a James Bond type raid, the TFP Editor, 
managed to gain access to the inner-sanc- 
tum of the Brisbane Strikers hierachy - the 
sacred Directors Box. Disguised as a genu- 
ine law-abiding citizen, this renegade foot- 
ball fan gorged himself on free food and 


beer, and even enjoyed the Strikers game Interview with Gary Phillips 
against Perth Glory too. 


A : ; j Strikers match reports 
| ee page 16 for his special report ! Marketing - what marketing ? 
| "Football's not a matter of life or QAS Talent Search 
| death, it's much more important Uncertain future for fanzines 
than that. It's Your ABC ! 
The late, great Bill Shankly Letters to the Editor 
. ..and more 


